
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: Fr. Steve reminded us not only to say “Yes” to Jesus but
to actually “do”. Fr. Eric reminded us to look for Jesus in our lives through others that we are
around.

LAST DAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS BREAK: Wed, Dec 21, 12:00 dismissal, NO
AFTERSCHOOL LATCHKEY, NO AFTERNOON BUS (MORNING BUS AS NORMAL)

NEXT WEEK: Let’s dress a little more comfortably.
MONDAY: spiritwear tops/uniform bottoms (like every Friday)
TUESDAY:  spiritwear tops/uniform bottoms (like every Friday)
WEDNESDAY: Christmas full dressdown (tops and bottoms)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CONTEST: The Knights of Columbus sponsored an art contest with
the theme: Keep Christ in Christmas. We had 217 entries. The winning entries move on to the
district level. The winners received a WalMart gift card. Congrats to the winners:

Kindergarten: Faith Tucker (circle poster)
Age 5-7: Brooks Schilling(Manger scene)
Age 8-10: Lorelei Lochart (tree with angels)
Age 11-14: Sophia Kienzle (tree with ring of people holding hands)



I
FUNDERWEAR: We collected 3277 items for the Funderwear competition against SPPS. (They
collected 3513 items.) All of these items (6790) will be donated to the Daystar Community
Center in Cairo, IL. There is no better way to be a Channel of Peace than by helping others in
need. I am very proud to be associated with such a giving school community.



STEWARDSHIP FORMS: All Immaculate Conception Parish families of K-8 students are
required to turn in a Stewardship Commitment Form each year while attending ICS. This is a
very integral aspect of our parish and school relationship. Forms can be found on the parish
website.

CHANNEL OF PEACE: This was on the Columbia Police Dept Facebook Page.

CAFETERIA WORKER NEEDED: 2-3 days per week.  10:30-2:30. Prepare cafeteria for lunch,
monitor students during lunch, clean cafeteria after lunch, take out trash, mop kitchen, help with
serving, help dishwasher, prepare cafeteria and kitchen for the next day. PLEASE SPREAD
THE WORD.



SAVE THE DATE: Feb 3rd: ICS First Annual Munchkin game, Feb 3rd starting at 5 pm. This is
an event where K-4 will scrimmage in basketball their perspective grade, 7th grade will host
snacks and dinner for purchase, 50/50, and 8th graders will coach, ref, keep score on the
scoreboard or announce the teams.

LET’S SKATE: The 8th grade class is hosting roller skating to raise funds for their Washington,
DC trip.  All ages are welcome to attend (K-8 can stay without a parent).  This is a fun event and
a great way to connect with friends over the Christmas break.

When:  DECEMBER 28, 2022 | 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Where:  ROLLERCADE 11703 BAPTIST CHURCH RD SAPPINGTON, MO 63128
(SEE FLIER BELOW)

RECESS HELP: THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED UP AND HELPED THIS WEEK.
THEY CAN TELL YOU - WE NEED MORE EYES OUT THERE. We are looking for volunteers
to help with our recess duty for the lower grade students. The time is 11:40 -12:40. More eyes
help to keep everyone safe. You must be in compliance with all of the child protection policies. If
you can help out any day through December click on the link and sign up.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EA9A82FAAFBC52-icsrecess

DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE: Registration for the Daddy-Daughter Dance (Jan 28) is now
open! Please complete the google form here:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5PLRghRJtnDH3tc4kgoQrHxuRPE5h2AYHDvzM
UkR_wY1V1A/viewform

Or see the flier attached to this newsletter and scan the QR code.

ICS ALUMNI NEWS: Dr. Mark Herrmann, PhD, Gibault and ICS grad, is in the top echelon of
this historic breakthrough announced today (12/13/22).  Dr. Herrmann has been working nearly
30 years on this project and won the PECASE Award from President Bush in 2006 for his work
on inertial combustion fusion.  He directed the Ignition facility at Laurence Livermore National
Laboratory for a term as well.  In 2021 while our 8th graders were waiting to get into the U.S.
Capitol in DC, Dr. Herrmann was testifying at a House Subcommittee on this project, trying to
secure funding.  This is a huge project for the world.  Replicating the energy of the sun would
benefit all mankind, eliminate the need for dependence on fossil fuels, and open the world’s
economy to new careers. Please read the article below!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EA9A82FAAFBC52-icsrecess
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5PLRghRJtnDH3tc4kgoQrHxuRPE5h2AYHDvzMUkR_wY1V1A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5PLRghRJtnDH3tc4kgoQrHxuRPE5h2AYHDvzMUkR_wY1V1A/viewform


On another LLNL connection, Gibault (former ICS) Dad Todd Biske worked 2 co-op summers
and 4 years there on the Cassini Project which laid the groundwork for much of our current
space exploration.

GIBAULT INFO: Temporary Finance Position
Gibault Catholic High School is looking for someone to fill a temporary vacancy in our Finance
Department from approximately the beginning of January through the middle of March 2023.
Job duties will include bookkeeping, accounts payable, accounts receivable, and payroll.  Ideal
hours would be 30-40 hours during the school week.  Specific hours and schedules can be
flexible.  Contact aswafford@gibaulthawks.com.

Enrollment News
Visit Gibault!  We are scheduling Shadow Visits for the second semester.  Your 7th-8th grader or
current high school student can spend the day living like a Gibault Hawk. Private tours are
another great way to learn more about Gibault Catholic!  The whole family can tour our campus
and have their questions answered by our Director of Enrollment.  Get started at:
https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire.

Class of 2027!  It’s time to get your application in to stay on track for important registration and
enrollment deadlines.  Visit https://bit.ly/GCHSApply.

Band Alumni Night
Calling all former Rockin’ Hawks!  Our Gibault Band Alumni Night is scheduled for January 6.
Arrive between 6-6:30 p.m.  Contact Scott Ruppel at sruppel@gibaulthawks.com for more
information.

Raffle-Mania!
Help Gibault and possibly win some money for yourself!  Talk about a win-win!
With a purchase of a $25 ticket, you are entered for:
• $100 Early Bird Christmas Drawing (ticket must be purchased by December 15 to qualify)
• $30 Daily Drawings on Monday-Friday from January 1 - May 31
• $100 Bonus Winner the last day of each month (January - April)
• GRAND PRIZES in May for $2,000, $1,000, $500, and $250!
If your ticket is pulled for a prize, it goes right back in, so you have the chance to win again!
Tickets can be purchased online at: https://one.bidpal.net/rafflemania
by contacting any Gibault student, or by calling the school office at 939-3883.

THANKS: Thanks to all the faculty, staff, students, and all of you for the many songs, cards, and
birthday wishes on Tue. I am a very lucky person to have so many people care.

mailto:aswafford@gibaulthawks.com
https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire
https://bit.ly/GCHSApply
https://one.bidpal.net/rafflemania


MESSAGE FROM MRS. CHRISTENSEN:

QUOTES OF THE WEEK: Last Friday in the dismissal parking lot I watched a brother and sister
“fight” over the front seat of their grandmother’s car. Grandma looked at me and said, “Can I
give them back to you?”
I received a booklet on my birthday from Mrs. Murphy’s kindergarteners. Each student fills out a
page with “My birthday wish for you is…”. Every student had a very nice wish for me but two of
them really stood out: “ a ruby” and “ no limit credit card”. (Who wouldn’t want either of
these?)

PRAYER LIST: Mike Neal, Chuck Crocker, Billy Jasper, Seth Watters, Tom Morr, Jeri Funk,
Allison Ford, Valerie Weier, Jenny Carpenter, all those serving in the military.

ETERNAL REST: Please keep in your prayers our computer teacher Mr. Kirkpatrick, as he and
his family mourn the passing of his father Gary Kirkpatrick.

“The mission of Immaculate Conception School is to provide experiences
to inspire, challenge, and nurture the mind, body, and spirit of our students
within the framework of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the tradition of the
Catholic Church.”









Dec. 13, 2022

National Ignition Facility Achieves

Fusion Ignition

Breanna Bishop, bishop33@llnl.gov, (925) 423-9802

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and DOE’s National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA)
today announced the achievement of fusion ignition at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL) — a major scientific breakthrough decades in the making that will pave the way for
advancements in national defense and the future of clean power. On Dec. 5, a team at LLNL’s
National Ignition Facility (NIF) conducted the first controlled fusion experiment in history to reach this
milestone, also known as scientific energy breakeven, meaning it produced more energy from fusion
than the laser energy used to drive it. This first-of-its-kind feat will provide unprecedented capability
to support NNSA’s Stockpile Stewardship Program and will provide invaluable insights into the
prospects of clean fusion energy, which would be a game-changer for efforts to achieve President
Biden’s goal of a net-zero carbon economy.

“This is a landmark achievement for the researchers and staff at the National Ignition Facility who
have dedicated their careers to seeing fusion ignition become a reality, and this milestone will
undoubtedly spark even more discovery,” said U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer M. Granholm. “The
Biden-Harris Administration is committed to supporting our world-class scientists — like the team at
NIF — whose work will help us solve humanity’s most complex and pressing problems, like providing
clean power to combat climate change and maintaining a nuclear deterrent without nuclear testing.”

The target chamber of LLNL’s National Ignition Facility, where 192 laser beams delivered more than
2 million joules of ultraviolet energy to a tiny fuel pellet to create fusion ignition on Dec. 5, 2022.

https://www.energy.gov/
https://www.energy.gov/nnsa/national-nuclear-security-administration
https://www.llnl.gov/
https://lasers.llnl.gov/


“We have had a theoretical understanding of fusion for over a century, but the journey from knowing
to doing can be long and arduous. Today’s milestone shows what we can do with perseverance,”
said Dr. Arati Prabhakar, the President’s chief adviser for Science and Technology and director of the
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.

“Monday, December 5, 2022, was a historic day in science thanks to the incredible people at
Livermore Lab and the National Ignition Facility. In making this breakthrough, they have opened a
new chapter in NNSA’s Stockpile Stewardship Program,” NNSA Administrator Jill Hruby said. “I
would like to thank the members of Congress who have supported the National Ignition Facility
because their belief in the promise of visionary science has been critical for our mission. Our team
from around the DOE national laboratories and our international partners have shown us the power
of collaboration.”

“The pursuit of fusion ignition in the laboratory is one of the most significant scientific challenges
ever tackled by humanity, and achieving it is a triumph of science, engineering, and most of all,
people,” LLNL Director Dr. Kim Budil said. “Crossing this threshold is the vision that has driven 60
years of dedicated pursuit — a continual process of learning, building, expanding knowledge and
capability, and then finding ways to overcome the new challenges that emerged. These are the
problems that the U.S. national laboratories were created to solve.”

“This astonishing scientific advance puts us on the precipice of a future no longer reliant on fossil
fuels but instead powered by new clean fusion energy,” U.S. Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer (NY) said. “I commend Lawrence Livermore National Labs and its partners in our nation’s
Inertial Confinement Fusion (ICF) program, including the University of Rochester’s Lab for Laser
Energetics in New York, for achieving this breakthrough. Making this future clean energy world a
reality will require our physicists, innovative workers and brightest minds at our DOE-funded
institutions, including the Rochester Laser Lab, to double down on their cutting-edge work. That’s
why I’m also proud to announce today that I’ve helped to secure the highest-ever authorization of
over $624 million this year in the National Defense Authorization Act for the ICF program to build on
this amazing breakthrough.”

“After more than a decade of scientific and technical innovation, I congratulate the team at Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory and the National Ignition Facility for their historic accomplishment,”
said U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (CA). “This is an exciting step in fusion and everyone at
Lawrence Livermore and NIF should be proud of this milestone achievement.”

“This is an historic, innovative achievement that builds on the contributions of generations of
Livermore scientists. Today, our nation stands on their collective shoulders. We still have a long way
to go, but this is a critical step and I commend the U.S. Department of Energy and all who
contributed toward this promising breakthrough, which could help fuel a brighter clean energy future



for the United States and humanity,” said U.S. Senator Jack Reed (RI), the chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

“This monumental scientific breakthrough is a milestone for the future of clean energy,” said U.S.
Senator Alex Padilla (CA). “While there is more work ahead to harness the potential of fusion energy,
I am proud that California scientists continue to lead the way in developing clean energy
technologies. I congratulate the scientists at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory for their
dedication to a clean energy future, and I am committed to ensuring they have all of the tools and
funding they need to continue this important work.”

“This is a very big deal. We can celebrate another performance record by the National Ignition
Facility. This latest achievement is particularly remarkable because NIF used a less spherically
symmetrical target than in the August 2021 experiment,” said U.S. Representative Zoe Lofgren
(CA-19). “This significant advancement showcases the future possibilities for the commercialization
of fusion energy. Congress and the Administration need to fully fund and properly implement the
fusion research provisions in the recent CHIPS and Science Act and likely more. During World War
II, we crafted the Manhattan Project for a timely result. The challenges facing the world today are
even greater than at that time. We must double down and accelerate the research to explore new
pathways for the clean, limitless energy that fusion promises.”

The hohlraum that houses the type of cryogenic target used to achieve ignition on Dec. 5, 2022, at
LLNL’s National Ignition Facility.

“I am thrilled that NIF — the United States’ most cutting-edge nuclear research facility — has
achieved fusion ignition, potentially providing for a new clean and sustainable energy source in the
future. This breakthrough will ensure the safety and reliability of our nuclear stockpile, open new
frontiers in science, and enable progress toward new ways to power our homes and offices in future
decades,” said U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell (CA-15). “I commend the scientists and
researchers for their hard work and dedication that led to this monumental scientific achievement,
and I will continue to push for robust funding for NIF to support advancements in fusion research.”

LLNL’s experiment surpassed the fusion threshold by delivering 2.05 megajoules (MJ) of energy to
the target, resulting in 3.15 MJ of fusion energy output, demonstrating for the first time a most
fundamental science basis for inertial fusion energy (IFE). Many advanced science and technology
developments are still needed to achieve simple, affordable IFE to power homes and businesses,
and DOE is currently restarting a broad-based, coordinated IFE program in the United States.
Combined with private-sector investment, there is a lot of momentum to drive rapid progress toward
fusion commercialization.

Fusion is the process by which two light nuclei combine to form a single heavier nucleus, releasing a
large amount of energy. In the 1960s, a group of pioneering scientists at LLNL hypothesized that
lasers could be used to induce fusion in a laboratory setting. Led by physicist John Nuckolls, who
later served as LLNL director from 1988 to 1994, this revolutionary idea became inertial confinement
fusion, kicking off more than 60 years of research and development in lasers, optics, diagnostics,
target fabrication, computer modeling and simulation and experimental design.

To pursue this concept, LLNL built a series of increasingly powerful laser systems, leading to the
creation of NIF, the world’s largest and most energetic laser system. NIF — located at LLNL in
Livermore, California — is the size of a sports stadium and uses powerful laser beams to create



temperatures and pressures like those in the cores of stars and giant planets, and inside exploding
nuclear weapons.

To create fusion ignition, the National Ignition Facility’s laser energy is converted into X-rays inside
the hohlraum, which then compress a fuel capsule until it implodes, creating a high temperature,
high pressure plasma.

Achieving ignition was made possible by dedication from LLNL employees as well as countless
collaborators at DOE’s Los Alamos National Laboratory, Sandia National Laboratories and Nevada
National Security Site; General Atomics; academic institutions, including the University of
Rochester’s Laboratory for Laser Energetics, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the
University of California, Berkeley, and Princeton University; international partners, including the
United Kingdom’s Atomic Weapons Establishment and the French Alternative Energies and Atomic
Energy Commission; and stakeholders at DOE and NNSA and in Congress.


